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Kipper Kite Owners Notes 
 

 

Dear Charter Guests, 

Welcome aboard Kipper Kite and welcome to the beautiful 
Pacific Northwest.  Kipper Kite is a Beneteau First 42 S7 
sloop rigged sailboat. The Beneteau First series is built for 
performance.  It cruises at 7.5 knots under power, and it is not 
uncommon to sail close hauled at 6 knots in 8 knots of wind.  
During the summer you may experience light winds in the 
San Juans. Many sailboats are not capable of sailing in light 
wind but not Kipper Kite.  While other sailboats are motoring, 
Kipper Kite is sailing. 

Layout and Features 

● Three-cabin layout; one in the bow and two in the stern. 
● The main salon settee and table converts to a bed for two. 
● Two head/shower combinations, one in the bow and one aft. 
● Will very comfortably accommodate six people. 
● All lines are led aft to the cockpit of the boat making it easily sailed by a short-handed crew. Includes a roller   
   furling jib and double reefing main. 
● A dodger and bimini for protection rain or shine, and an electric anchor windlass to help with anchoring. 
 

New for 2018:  New Windless and 300’ anchor chain with new 44lb Bruce Anchor.  New Blue Sea Systems 
battery charge digital monitor.  
New for 2019:  New Main Sail.  New Dodger and Bimini. 
New for 2020:  New Honda outboard for dinghy. 
New for 2021:  New side window hatches in Salon. 
New for 2023: New Standing Rigging, Jib Furler, and Chart Plotter 

 
USING THIS MANUAL: 
This manual is a short-cut to getting you under way and to making your sailing experience aboard the Kipper 
Kite enjoyable. Please refer to a more detailed reference on Kipper Kite’s systems and navigation if you have 
specific questions. 
 

Please respect the owners’ wishes:  No Smoking and No Pets.  Thank you. 
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1. EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
 

FIRE: There are six fire extinguishers aboard Kipper Kite. One in each berth, two 
in the main salon (galley, nav station), and one under the step in the cockpit directly 
below the companionway. 

 
If there is a stove fire, cover the pot if possible then turn off solenoid at electrical 
panel immediately.  

 
HITTING A LOG OR RUNNING AGROUND:  In case of a log hit, or running aground, immediately 
check for leaks in the bilge. Once you are absolutely sure there is no water entering the boat contact San 
Juan Sailing at 800-677-7245 and proceed to the nearest harbor to have a professional diver check the hull, 
keel, prop and rudder before proceeding. 

 
EMERGENCY TOWING: Kipper Kite has emergency tow insurance. If this is necessary immediately call 
San Juan Sailing at 800-677-7245. 

 
LEAKS:  If you start taking on water make sure the crew is on deck in life jackets and the electric bilge 
pump is running. Check each through-hull. A diagram of the through-hulls is in the extended owners notes. 
A wood plug is zip-tied to each through-hull. There are two bilge pumps on the boat. 

 
BILGE #1:  The electric bilge pump is located under the center starboard 
salon seat and has an automatic float switch. It is accessed by removing 
the seat cushion and opening the drawer under the seat. The bilge pump 
circuit breaker at the navigation station should always remain on. The 
bilge pump switch has 3 positions: auto, manual, and off. Push and hold 
the switch in the manual position and the bilge pump will activate. When 
the tone of the pump changes from a low sound to a higher tone the bilge 
has cleared the water.  When done put the switch back in auto position.  

 
BILGE #2:  The emergency manual bilge pump is located aft in the cockpit 
adjacent to the wheel on the port side.  The handle is kept in the port cockpit 
lazarrete.  (Photo looking down from helm with handle inserted) 
 
Note: If water rises above floorboards, use the shower sump pumps to assist. 
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STEERING FAILIURE: In the unlikely event 
the steering wheel cable breaks while underway 
the boat is equipped with an emergency tiller.  
It is a steel pipe with a 90 degree angle. Tiller 
is stored in the starboard side Lazaret in the 
cockpit. 

   
CREW OVERBOARD (COB):  Get familiar with the Life Sling (starboard stern pulpit) and 3:1 Life Sling 
Retrieval System (starboard side Lazaret). Please review the directions for use on the face of the case for 
procedures. The lanyard is secured to the boat so that tossing the floating harness allows it to tow behind the 
boat like a ski tow rope. Circling the person overboard will draw the recovery line near them. Refer to 
Extended Owners notes for operational procedures.  

   
ENGINE OVERHEAT:  If the buzzer sounds while the engine 
is running, immediately check the oil pressure and temperature 
gauges.  If oil pressure light is on, shut down the engine, check the oil level, and 
contact San Juan Sailing. If oil pressure is not the problem, check for water coming 
out of the exhaust. If there is no water coming out of the exhaust turn off the engine. 
Check the raw water strainer located on the starboard compartment corner of the 
engine. Remove the wing nut on top of the strainer. Take the lid off.  Extract the filter 
element.  Remove any debris. Replace the O-ring on the lid. Reinsert the filter, 
replace the lid and tighten the wing nut.   
 
VHF RADIO COMMUNICATIONS:  Monitor Channel 16 while cruising.  It is reserved for emergencies 
and initial boat-to-boat contact.  For routine traffic, move to channels 68, 69 or 80 after making initial 
contact on 16 with another vessel. Weather Channels: Access weather channels with the “WX” button, or 
channel 1 to 10 (typically 4). Listen for the “Inland waters of western Washington”.  You will hear “Strait of 
Juan de Fuca” (lies south of the San Juan’s), “Georgia Strait” (lies north), and “Rosario Strait” (runs through 
eastern part of San Juan’s). 

  
Reaching San Juan Sailing:  If you have a problem or need to contact SJS for any reason use radio channel 
80A. You can also reach them via cell phone at 1-800-677-7245.  Name of vessel:  Kipper Kite; Call sign:  
WDB4281 

 
ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY/SAFETY EQUIPMENT LOCATIONS 
You are not likely to need many of these items but must know their location. 
Carbon Monoxide Detectors. One in each berth and one in the salon. 
Cockpit Cushions. In case of COB, throw anything that floats, quickly. 
 

Raw Water Filter 

Tiller inserts 
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First Aid Kit:  There is a first aid kit located in the medicine cabinet in the forward head.  
Flare kit and search light are in the navigation station side pocket. 
Flashlight. Starboard companionway. 
Horn, handheld. In green mesh bag in pocket below the electrical panel in the nav station. 
PFDs – Inflatables (6). Located in the stateroom hanging lockers. NSO: check for “green” visible at bottom 
of clear canister before each cruise to ensure the auto-inflate function is charged. Wear PFD’s at all times 
while underway. 48° F (8° C) water temperatures in the Salish Sea can mean a rapid onset of hypothermia 
and a short window of survival. 
PFDs - Foam Vests (3). Located in the starboard cockpit locker. 
Propane Detector. The Trident propane detector and solenoid switch control panel is in the salon on the 
forward side of the electrical panel at the nav station. 
Radar Reflector (tube style). Port shroud above second spreader. 
Tapered Plug, Universal Foam Orange StaPlug. In green mesh bag in pocket below the 
electrical panel in the nav station. 
Tools. Salon, under starboard settee seat, forward end. 
VHF Radios. Channel 16. VHF base unit at nav station and handheld at helm. 
Windlass Clutch Release/Tighten tool (a metal tube). Located under the nav station seat. 
 

2. ENGINE UNDER POWER (CHECK, START & STOP) 
COMPANIONWAY ENGINE CHECK 
(1) Tilt the companionway steps open. (2) Check coolant level in the plastic 
expansion tank on the port side of the engine.  (3) Check Raw Water filter 
screen (white plastic bowl on left of engine with clear plastic cover.  Take out 
any eel grass or other debris and secure cover. There is no need to shut off 
thru-hull as Raw Water filter is above waterline. (4) Check Serpentine belt for 
wear and less than an approximate ½” deflection. (5) Check the fuel absorbent 
pad below engine for unusual leakage. (6) Close companionway steps. 

 
WARNING:  Make certain the latches are secured on the companionway 
steps after closing as the steps will fall forward if someone steps on them without the latches securely 
fastened. 

OIL CHECK 
(1) Remove the engine access door in the Aft starboard cabin. (2) Check the 
engine oil level by using the yellow topped oil dip stick. (3) Add oil if  
necessary through yellow topped fill port.  The oil (RPM Delco 400 15-40W 
for diesels engines) is behind the companionway stairs and in the lazerette 
behind the helm. DO NOT OVERFILL!  

 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 



Kipper Kite Owner’s Notes  March 2023 

6 
 

 
STARTING THE ENGINE:  Make sure the gearshift is in neutral by 
depressing the (1) red button at the base of the gear shift to disengage the 
transmission. This is important. 
 
Turn the ignition key (kept in the top drawer under the chart table).  The 
buzzer should sound.  This is the warning buzzer you would hear if the 
engine overheated or if there is loss of oil pressure.  After she starts, check for water gurgling out the 
exhaust (on the port side). While in neutral move the gearshift forward slightly to run engine at a higher 
RPM after starting engine.  Allow 3 minutes of warm up before placing the engine in gear.  Pushing a cold 
engine is very hard on diesels. 

 
STOPPING THE ENGINE:   NEVER TURN THE ENGINE OFF 
WITH THE KEY!  (1) First make sure the engine is at idle and the 
gearshift in neutral.  (2) Pull the fuel cutoff t-handle valve. 
When the engine dies, the alarm will sound (like it did when the key was 
turned before starting) When the engine dies, turn off the key.   

 
If the procedures above do not stop the engine it can be stopped by using 
the fuel cutoff in the battery switch compartment located in the port side 
aft cabin.  Pull the T-handle out to kill the engine. 
Note:  The engine will run until the fuel in the line is used. 

 

3.  FUELING 
A 40-gallon fuel tank sits under the cockpit sole. The fuel gauge is located on the port side of the helm in 
the cockpit.  Add fuel when the gauge is at a half tank.  The deck key for opening the diesel deck plate is in 
the second drawer of the chart table. The single deck plate clearly marked “DIESEL” is located aft portside 
behind the mooring cleat.  Be certain to put the diesel into the hole marked for diesel only.  There is a water 
plate just forward of the diesel plate.  DO NOT PUT DIESEL IN THE WATER FILL OR WATER 
INTO THE DIESEL FILL.  NEVER ADD DIESEL TO THE FUEL TANK AND WATER TO THE 
AFT WATER TANK AT THE SAME TIME TO AVOID CONTAMINATING THE WATER OR 
DIESEL TANKS. Fill slowly and carefully.  When the pipe begins to gurgle it is full.  Do not top off the 
tank. Be very careful of drips when removing the hose.  Check the transom vents and, with soap, wipe up 
any excess fuel to avoid yellowing the stern and polluting the water. Diesel and shoe bottoms are a 
dangerous combination.  Please use soapy water to scrub down any drips on the deck and shoe bottoms. 
 
 
 
 

1 

2 

 Pull Fuel T-

Handle to 

stop engine 

then call SJS 
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4. ANCHORS AND WINDLASS 
Kipper Kite is equipped with two anchors:  A Bruce 44lb. anchor mounted on the bow roller, and a 
secondary Fortress stored in the aft starboard side stern locker. Refer to the Expanded Owners Notes in the 
nav station for more detailed anchoring information. 
 
FORWARD ANCHOR AND RODE:  The primary anchor is deployed by an electric windlass and 300 
feet of chain which holds well in a variety of bottom conditions.  The chain is marked with a single yellow 
line at 25’, 50’, 75’, 100’ (double yellow).  Yellow line at 125’, 150’, 175’, 200’ (double yellow).  Yellow 
line at 225’, 250’ and 275’. RED AT 300’.  STOP!! 

 
SCOPE 4:1:  The scope to use in the islands is 4 to 1. Most coves are 25’ to 30’ deep, adding 5 feet for 
freeboard, so expect to typically pay out about 120’-140’ of chain rode. 

 
WINDLASS:  The electric anchor windlass is controlled by a circuit breaker 
located in the aft starboard cabin bulkhead below the berth.  (1) Push the small 
black switch up to activate the circuit.  Don’t push “in”, swing “up”.   (2) Push 
the red button in to de-activate the windlass.   

 
LOWERING THE ANCHOR: Remove the safety lanyard from the 
anchor. Lower the anchor and pay out a suitable length of rode using 
the (1) forward deck switch near the windless while the engine is 
running at 1400 rpm (idle) to activate the charging system. (2) 
Attach the snubber to the chain and tie it off to a deck cleat 
before putting boat in reverse to set anchor.  Put the boat in 
reverse and slowly back until the chain is taunt. Increase the RPM to 1200-
1400 for 60 seconds and test the holding power.  

 
REMEMBER:  When setting anchor, attach the snubber to the anchor 
chain before putting boat in reverse to pull on the chain. Failure to do so puts undue force on the 
windless and could result in damage to the windlass 

 
RAISING THE ANCHOR: Start the engine and run at 1400 rpm (idle) to 
activate the charging system. Wash Down:  Prepare to wash the mud off the 
chain. Use coiled hose in the anchor locker.  Open the (1) yellow thru- hull 
valve located in the forward head under the sink. Activate the switch 
at the navigation station labeled wash/dump to wash chain as it 
raises.  Remove the snubber and motor up to the anchor while 
bringing in the rode by pushing the (2) rear deck switch.  

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 
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Do not use the winch to pull the boat to the anchor.  If the anchor will not break free easily with the 
windlass, use the boat’s engine to break 

 
Secondary Anchor: 
The secondary anchor is a Fortress 23 weighing 17 pounds with 
20 feet of 5/16” chain and 200’ of 9/16” three strand nylon line.  
This anchor is located in the aft starboard Lazaret in the cockpit. 
The secondary anchor is used only in very rare circumstances.  We 
recommend you only use the bow anchor and add additional scope 
to the bow anchor in winds more than 15 knots.  Caution:  In tidal 
areas such as the San Juan and Gulf Islands deploying two anchors 
can cause fouled anchor rodes.  Use the secondary anchor for a “Bahamian moor”.  This means two anchors 
from the bow (see illustration above).  Using the secondary anchor as a stern anchor is discouraged. 

 
Stern Tie:  A stern tie is recommended to reduce boat swing in a 
narrow bay or cove.  Kipper Kite has a 600’ spool of polypropylene line 
in the aft starboard lazarette. After the main anchor is set, insert the mop 
handle into the center of the spool.  Take the dinghy with the stern line 
to shore, wrap around a fixed object and return the line to the boat. 
Secure the bitter end to the one stern boat cleat.  Pull in excess line at 
the spool and secure the line from the spool to the other stern line cleat. 
 

5. DOCKING 
Kipper Kite has a max-prop, so there is very little prop walk to port.  We recommend using the blue fender 
step attached on the starboard or port shrouds so that the line-handler can easily and quickly step down from 
the blue fender step to the dock and secure the dock lines. In addition, given the size of Kipper Kite, make 
sure you have some speed in heavy winds as you will experience some push from the wind on the freeboard.  
    

6. SHORE POWER 
Attach the boat to 30 amp dockside receptacle with the shore power cable (in starboard lazarette) on the 
starboard side behind the swim platform.  Correct order:  (1) connect power cord to boat; (2) Attach power 
cord on shore; (3) turn on breaker on shore; (4) turn on breaker in boat.  Make sure you switch on the 110 
outlet on the electrical panel. Turn on the water heater and push the reset button on the water heater. 
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7. ELECTRICAL 
There are two electrical panels, main and sub panel, located on the 
wall of the navigation station. The breakers use the color dot 
convention shown on right. 

 
 
The (1) main power circuit breaker in the aft starboard lazarette in the 
cockpit that will disable all power on the boat.  If you are wondering 
why there is no electric power in any circuit, even when hooked to 
shore power, you may have accidently turned off this breaker. 
 

8. BATTERIES, CHARGING & INVERTER 
All the electrical equipment is supplied by (1) house batteries (12 volt system); (2) an inverter that converts 
12 volt to 110 volt; or (3) shore power. 
 
House Batteries: Provide power for the house and starting the engine. The starting battery (Bank 1 - one 
12-volt battery) is under the companionway stairs. House/inverter batteries (Bank 2) is comprised of six, 6-
volt batteries, that are in the starboard aft cabin under the mattress. 

 
Battery Charge Status: To determine battery status depress (1) S 
for (starter) or H (house) on the voltmeter.  You can also determine 
the amps you are drawing from your use of electric equipment and 
appliances by viewing (2) Blue Sea Battery Monitor. 
When battery charge goes below 12.2 volts Monitor will beep.  
Time to charge battery. 

 
Charging the Batteries:  Batteries are charged when hooked to 
shore power or while running the engine. 

 
How to Use Inverter:  The inverter converts 12 volts from the 
boat’s batteries to 110 volts to provide power to all of the 110V 
outlets.  Please use the inverter for low wattage devices only like 
phone charging and computers. The inverter drains the house 
battery when the engine is not running. Turn off the inverter when 
not in use. (3) Inverter switch on at electrical panel (always leave 
on). (2) Magnum inverter at nav station on (lower left corner white 
button. (turn on when using inverter, turn off when not using 
inverter).   

 ON IF SHOREPOWER 
 ALWAYS ON 
 ON UNDERWAY 
 ON AS NEEDED 
 ALWAYS OFF 

1 

2 

3 

1 
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9. ELECTRONICS / NAVIGATION AIDES 
To turn on the helm chart plotter and instrument cluster (wind gauge, depth 
gauge, knot meter) located above the companionway turn on the (1) 
“Electronics” breaker on the sub-panel under the main electrical panel. To 
turn on the auto pilot flip the autopilot switch on the right side of the main 
electrical panel to the “on” position.  

 
WIND GAUGE:  On the port side of the 
instrument cluster the (1) wind gauge shows 
apparent wind speed (AWS), apparent wind angle 
(AWA), true wind angle (TWA), true wind speed 
(TWS).  

 
DEPTHSOUNDER  
The depth sounder is in the center of the instrument 
cluster is designed for use in shallow waters. The 
depth sounder will not give accurate readings 
beyond 200’ of depth and is only an aide to 
navigation in water (300 feet or less). The key to 
avoiding rocks is not the depth sounder but knowing where you are on the chart at all times.  
(Rocks are the single biggest navigational and safety hazard in the islands and are marked on the charts.)   

  
KNOTMETER 
The knot meter is located on the starboard side of the 
instrument cluster. Optimal cruising speed while 
motoring is 6.5- 7.0 knots at 2500 RPM and 1 
GPH.  Please do not exceed 2500 RPM 
continuously because it is hard on the diesel engine 
to push past cruising hull speed (at very little increase in speed) but use the power if needed in adverse 
currents.   The engine’s maximum RPM is 3000. If the digital knot meter shows a reading of “0.00” while 
underway, the impeller is most likely clogged with a piece of eelgrass.   Sometimes it will float off 
overnight or you can also try removing it by traveling in reverse.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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CHART PLOTTER AND RADAR 
Press the (1) power button on the lower right of the 
console to turn on the chart plotter at the helm. Navigate 
the screen and menus by touch or by the (2) main knob. 
Refer to the chart plotter quick start guide in the 
expanded owners’ notes binder for more details.  

 
Radar: Please refer to the chart plotter quick start guide for detailed information on its use. Radar is 
always running in the background but not displayed on the screen of the chart plotter. It can be 
displayed on the screen conditions require its use.   

 
To turn off the chart plotter press the power button on the console and then electronics breaker on 
the sub panel in the nav station. 

 
AUTOPILOT 
Located on the port side of the helm, push “auto” when you want to engage the auto 
pilot, and “standby” when you want to disengage. The autopilot does not interface 
with the chart plotter, so you cannot operate the autohelm unit from the chart plotter. 

 

10.  CABIN HEAT 
For heat move the (1) toggle switch under the thermostat to the “on” 
position. Slide the (2) thermostat switch to the “on” position and adjust 
temperature (3) The two-speed fan control is in the navigation station 
under the electrical panel. The heating system does not rely on the 
operation of the engine but runs independently 
using diesel from the main tank as fuel. 
 
 

11.  LIGHTING 
There are two sets of lights in the headliner of the salon.  One switch for the salon lights is on the left side of 
the galley above the microwave, and the other is on the starboard side above the settee. Each berth has 
overhead lights with switches located above the closets.  In addition, each berth has a reading light with an 
integrated light switch. There is a flexible LED light at the nav desk.  The on/off switch is a small black 
button on the base of the light. One push turns the light red, and a second push turns light white. Lastly, 
there is a small LED light in the cockpit mounted just above the cockpit table on the back side of chart 
plotter. 
 
 

OFF 
(standby 
mode) 

Fan Speed Control 

1 

2 

3 

1 
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12.  POTABLE WATER 
Kipper Kite has two 80-gallon plastic potable water tanks. Water gauges are located on the wall panel in the 
navigation station.  Water levels can be determined by pressing the button next to the gauge.  Water is used 
from one tank at a time. If you hear a continuous pumping sound the tank is empty.  To switch tanks, locate 
the valves under the salon seat closest to the nav station. Open the valve to the full tank and close the valve 
to the empty tank. Hot water is supplied by turning on the circuit breaker located on the AC (120 volt) panel 
and pushing the reset button on left of the Navigation Station when plugged into shore power or when the 
engine is operating.  The hot water tank has a 10-gallon capacity and is located under the aft salon settee. 
 

13.  SHOWERS 
Shower sump pumps are powered at the main panel and activated by individual switches in the heads.  Both 
pumps have in-line strainers in the shower drains.  If the pumps are not clearing water, check the strainers 
for blockage.  Drain shower after each use. 
 

14.  HEADS AND HOLDING TANKS 
Please do not put anything into the toilet that did not come out of you.  Toilet paper clogs the system.  To 
assure a pleasant trip, please put used toilet paper into plastic bags (such as ziplock) and dispose in 
appropriate garbage containers on shore.   

 
Forward Head:  Manual pump and flush system.  Operational instructions are shown next to the pump 
handle.  The forward head has a 15-gallon holding tank.  Keep in mind that for solids, approximately 1 
gallon of water will be used to flush.  This means 15 flushes for a full holding tank.  Do not overfill the  
holding tank.  You will have a sewage disaster.   The holding tank is accessed through the door behind the 
toilet.  Affluent is pumped from the head to the holding tank. If the pump handle on the forward head is 
difficult to move up/down add vegetable oil to the bowl and pump the handle several times.  It is highly 
recommended to use pump out stations in various locations in the San Juans every other day when possible. 

 
Aft Head:  Electric freshwater flush.  The aft head has an 18-gallon 
holding tank that is visible in the cockpit port side lazarette. Before using 
press switch 1 to add water to the bowl and hold until desired water level 
is achieved.  More water may be added to flush solids.  Press switch 2 to 
drain the bowl.  Hold two more seconds after waste is evacuated. For 
liquid waste hold switch for shorter period. 

 
“Dry” Operation:  During travel in rough weather, water in the toilet bowl can splash out onto the floor.  
To avoid this from occurring, press switch 3 to drain water completely from toilet bowl.  Caution:  Do not 
use switch 3 to flush waste!  Water must be used for each flush. 
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You will know the holding tank is full when the red light is on. The light is located behind the behind the 
sink in forward and aft head. If light is red discontinue use and empty tank. 

 
To keep the holding tanks and hoses from smelling please add ½ cap of Zaal Noflex Digester powder 
located in the medicine cabinets each day.  Also recommended:  With each use of the head, spray Febreze 
Air Freshener directly into the bowl and pump during the flush.   

 
Be sure to pump enough water to carry waste to the holding tank not just out of visible sight.  Waste sitting 
in hoses will increase odor of the head.  It takes about 1 gallon of water to move solid waste to the holding 
tank. We recommend filling the bowl with water a second time and flushing a second time. 

 
Emptying Holding Tanks: There are two ways to empty holding tanks: (1) pump out the tanks; or (2) use 
the macerators to dump the tanks overboard.  NOTE:  It is illegal to discharge the holding tanks overboard 
while in US waters or in ports.  San Juan Sailing’s staff will discuss holding tanks and pump outs on your 
arrival.   

 
Pump Out through Deck:  The deck plates are clearly marked “Waste” and are located on the starboard 
forward deck and aft port deck.  It is recommended that the holding tanks be pumped out, filled with fresh 
water through the deck fitting to rinse, and then pumped out again at least once every 48 hours.   

   
Pump Overboard Using Macerator: The macerator is a small pump that grinds solids and evacuates waste 
from the holding tank through an outlet into the water.  Empty the tanks one at a time, never both at the 
same time.  Both forward and aft macerators are activated at the nav station below the circuit breakers. 
 
Forward holding tank: (1) Inside the forward head vanity cabinet, open large 
yellow-handled valve labeled “Forward Head Overboard” (handle is parallel 
to the valve body when open); (2) Turn on fwd. Macerator at nav station; (3) 
Pump for approx. 5 minutes; (4) Turn off fwd. macerator; (5) close yellow 
valve under forward sink marked “Forward Head Overboard” (handle is 
perpendicular to the valve body when closed). 
 
Aft holding tank: (1) Turn on Aft Macerator at Nav station; (2) Pump for 
approximately 5 minutes;  (3) Turn off Aft macerator. 
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15.  PROPANE 
Kipper Kite has two propane tanks.  San Juan Sailing is 
responsible for filling these tanks for charter guests.  They are 
in the aft port lazerette. To use open the handwheel valve on the 
propane tank (then turn on the LP solenoid switch on the 
electrical panel in the nav station). If you run out of propane in 
the first tank, switch the hose to the second tank. 

 
Propane is heavier than air and brings unique hazards on board as opposed to use at home. For your safety 
follow all owners-manual and manufacturer recommendations for use.  

 

16.  BARBEQUE 
The Magma propane barbecue is located on the stern port rail. 
Turn on the LP switch at the nav station.  Make sure the propane 
tank hand wheel valve is open. Turn on the (2) red handle valve 
in the propane lazarette for the BBQ. To light BBQ, turn flame 
control to “on”, (3) insert lighter into hole on the left side of the 
grill, and light BBQ. Please remember to turn off the red handle 
valve in the propane locker after use. When done with the BBQ please use the wire brush attached to the 
barbecue to clean it after each use.  Thank you!  
 

17.  GALLEY 
The galley is equipped with a refrigerator, 3 burner propane stove with oven, and a microwave. The two 
sinks drain slowly due to their design. To speed drainage keep both drain plugs out and drains open. Using 
cold water to clear soap suds helps reduce water consumption.   
 

18.  REFRIGERATOR/FREEZER  
The refrigerator breaker on the DC panel should always be left on. If the house 
battery is getting low in the evening, and you can’t recharge, turn off the breaker 
overnight and charge the batteries in the morning by running the engine. The 
thermostat should be set to (see photo) between 1 and 2 to keep frozen foods in the 
right-hand lower compartment frozen, and food in the other areas at the correct 
temperature (30 degrees). 
 
Water can be drained from the refrigerator by switching the shower drain valve in the aft head to the 
refrigerator drain position, activating the shower drain circuit breaker at the navigation station and pushing 
the shower drain button in the aft head 
 

Thermostat Location 

3 

2 

1 
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19.  STOVE, OVEN, AND MICROWAVE 
The gimbaled propane stove has three burners and an oven. To light a burner, make sure the propane tank 
valve is fully open and the LP solenoid on electrical panel is switched to the “on” position.  Rotate and push 
in the burner knob to light and light the burner with a gas match. Continue to hold the knob in for 15 
seconds for the thermocouple to heat. Turn the control knob counterclockwise to the desired position. 
When finished with the stove, immediately turn off the burner, turn the LP circuit breaker to off at the 
navigation station. The oven is lit by turning on the knob to “9 o-clock” position, holding it in for 10 
seconds and pushing the red lighter switch on the right side of the stove.  The oven is good for baking and 
warming. If broiling is desired, please use the barbecue. Please clean the stove and BBQ after each use.  

 
MICROWAVE OVEN: The microwave operates same as your microwave at home and can be used when 
on shore power. When not using shore power you can use the inverter to briefly power the microwave. 
Please limit the use of the microwave to 2-3 minutes when not on shore power. It uses significant battery 
power. Keep an eye on the voltmeter and make sure it doesn’t drop below 12.2V. 

 

20.  BERTHS 
There are three berths on Kipper Kite, one forward and two aft. All three have memory foam mattresses and 
each berth sleeps 2 adults. The forward berth also has a head. The galley table can be converted into a large 
bed by removing the tabletop, 2 metal legs, and then placing the tabletop on supports to make even with seat 
deck and add cushions (stored in rear port berth) on top of table. 
 

21.  STEREO 
Fusion Entertainment System: The Fusion MS BT 100 Bluetooth 
entertainment system is mounted in the nav station and include 
AM/FM/CD/DVD/Sirius.  To use the entertainment system, flip the 
stereo breaker to the on position. The user’s manual stored in the 
navigation table for reference. To load CDs or DVDs flip down the 
faceplate.  Interior and cockpit speaker volume can be adjusted separately. 

 
Note:  If you turn on the stereo at the electrical circuit panel, you will notice that the small red light for the 
switch at for electronics switch.  This is due to the wiring configuration. 

 
22.  T.V. MONITOR 

DVD OR CHART PLOTTER DISPLAY:  You can watch DVDs on the TV monitor by turning on the 
switch at the panel in the Nav Station and the stereo power switch. The remote for Fusion System is under 
the nav table. To mirror the chart plotter on the T.V. monitor select “HD2” as the source. The T.V. monitor 
can only display the chart plotter screen and cannot be controlled from this location. 
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23.  DINGHY & OUTBOARD 
The hard bottom dinghy is stable and rows easily.  Tow the dingy 4 feet off the stern to reduce drag and 
avoid the risk of wrapping the painter around the propeller when backing up.  To tie off the dingy wrap the 
excess line around the backstay and tie it off with a half hitch.  Warning:  Be careful of the heater exhaust 
on the aft starboard side.  The cabin heater starboard exhaust port can melt the dinghy or the dinghy line.  If 
you are using the heater attach the dinghy to the port side. 

 
Be Careful of the Dinghy on the beach:   NW beaches are rocky, covered by 
barnacles equipped with extra sharp rubber cutters!  To avoid damage the 
person in the bow should exit the dingy to allow the bow to lighten and lift. 

 
Dingy Outboard: The 2.3hp air-cooled Honda 4-stroke motor uses straight gas, not 
a mixture of gas and oil.  Before launching make sure the fuel tank is full.  Before 
starting open the (1) vent on top of gas tank, slide the (2) gas line lever to on, and 
pull out the (3) choke. Pull the starter cord until the motor starts and adjust the 
choke as the motor warms. 
 

24.  DODGER & BIMINI 
The most vulnerable part of the dodger is the plastic “glass”. Please avoid touching it as much as possible.  
We do not recommend folding the dodger down!  To clean, poor fresh water from a galley kettle over the 
windows, next use only a sopping wet sponge, wiping very lightly with lots of plain water to avoid 
miniscule scratches that “fog” it up.  The salt spray, which collects on the plastic windshield, dries in the 
wind, leaving behind tiny salt deposits that obscure your vision. Please don’t let an energetic crewmember 
wipe off those salt crystals.  They act like sandpaper on the glass.  Instead, let them “flood” off the crystals 
with a kettle of fresh water from the galley.  Please leave the dodger intact.  It’s a bear to reassemble! 
The sunshade (Bimini) is folded up in the mounted bracket in the stern of the cockpit.  It can be opened and 
folded out for sun or rain protection.  Be certain to secure it to the dodger with straps attached to the Bimini 
when it is open.  Secure the aft bimini to the stern pulpit with straps attached to the Bimini. 

 

25.  REPAIRS (TOOLS AND SPARES) 
Service Manuals and Tools are located under the Salon table forward seat cushions.  Service manuals in 3 
ring binders are contained in a clear plastic container.  Tools to service the boat systems are also located in 
the same storage area. For a complete list of spare engine and other parts and their location please refer to 
the inventory and the extended owners notes. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We hope this information helps.  Have a great time!! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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